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1925 Graduate instruction and research begin at
Davis when 12 graduate students associated with
various Berkeley departments enroll to work in the
College of Agriculture here. Until after the war, all
graduate records are kept by the dean of the Gradu-
ate Division at Berkeley.

1920 1950

1951 Graduate groups
become a great strength

of the university. In these
associations, scholars

and researchers, sharing
similar scientific disciplines
but stationed in different
departments or at different
campuses, work together to
develop cross-linked gradu-
ate programs. This format,
developed at Davis, has
influenced several other

@ universities.
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GRADUATE STUDIES

250 Mrak Hall

(530) 752-0650; http://www.gradstudies.ucdavis.edu

UC Davis offers advanced degrees in nearly 90 graduate programs.
Students' graduate study is guided by either departments or gradu-
ate groups. Graduate groups are composed of individual faculty
members from multiple departments with similar academic inter-
ests. The group structure, used extensively at UC Davis, permits
faculty to be affiliated with graduate programs in more than one
discipline and offers students an interdisciplinary graduate experi-
ence that crosses the administrative boundaries of the various
departments, colleges, schools, and sometimes campuses. In keep-
ing with UC Davis' progressive spirit, the group structure also
allows for evolution of established degree programs and facilitates
the development of new ones. More than half of the graduate pro-
grams at UC Davis are organized as graduate groups. You will find
a complete list of graduate degrees under Degrees Offered By UC
Davis, on page 10.

Graduate study is administered by the Graduate Council, a stand-
ing committee of the Davis Division of the Academic Senate and
by the dean of Graduate Studies. A universitywide Coordinating
Committee on Graduate Affairs determines general policies and
establishes common procedures.

PREPARING FOR AN ADVANCED DEGREE

Admission to a graduate program at the University of California
requires a bachelor's degree that is comparable in quality to a
degree from the University of California both in distribution of
academic subject matter and in scholarly achievement.

The primary requirement for admission to any program is evi-
dence of intellectual achievement and promise. Your application
will be evaluated first on the basis of your transcript to assure that
your qualifications meet minimum standards as set by university-
wide and UC Davis Graduate Councils. Generally, you must have a
minimum B average in undergraduate course work from an insti-
tution of acceptable standing to be considered for admission.

UC Davis also requires a Personal Statement and a Personal His-
tory Statement from each applicant. International applicants must
demonstrate the ability to understand and use English by submit-
ting TOEFL or IELTS scores. Graduate programs frequently
require submission of additional materials such as Graduate
Record Examination (GRE) scores, letters of recommendation,
and portfolios or examples of written work to assist in selecting
from among qualified applicants. Admission to graduate study is
limited by the number of spaces available in major programs. Not
all eligible applicants can be admitted.

UC Davis is committed to maintaining excellence, preserving fair-
ness and promoting diversity in its student population. In addition
to an applicant's past scholastic achievement, admissions criteria

include an applicant's potential for service in the field, keeping in
mind the needs of our society and of underrepresented and disad-

vantaged communities. Criteria also attempt to take into account
any prior disadvantages applicants have overcome that may bear
on future achievements and services.

APPLYING FOR ADMISSION

To apply for admission, see https://apply.embark.com/grad/
UCDavis/30.

May 31*. Deadline to file applications for admission to graduate
standing, with complete credentials, with the program or depart-
ment, or as required by program. *Many programs have earlier
deadlines. Please check the Web site of the program to which you
are applying for that program's deadline.

To apply for fellowship, see https://apply.embark.com/grad/
UCDavis/30.

January 15. Deadline for all students applying for fellowships.

The application for admission must be received at the same time as
the fellowship application. If the program to which you are apply-
ing has an earlier application deadline, the earlier deadline applies.

March 1. Deadline for international students to file applications
for admission to graduate standing, with complete credentials,
with the program or department, or as required by program.

April 1. Deadline for United States residents to file applications
for admission to graduate standing, with complete credentials,
with the program or department, or as required by program.

Abovut Admissions

Applications are accepted for fall quarter only. You may apply for
admission to graduate study at https://apply.embark.com/grad/
UCDavis/30. Transcripts of all your undergraduate and previous
graduate study, along with other supporting documents (if
required), must be sent via mail to your graduate major program
office.

You should begin the application process as early as possible in the
academic year since many programs have early deadlines. In addi-
tion, your chances for appointment as a teaching assistant or grad-
uate student researcher, or of receiving financial support, are
greatly enhanced by applying early. The application deadlines are
as noted above, unless otherwise indicated by the program, or
until your proposed graduate program is full, whichever occurs
first. Many programs have earlier deadlines.

The Graduate Admissions Advisory Committee for the program
will submit its recommendation and evaluation to Graduate Stud-
ies; final admission decisions rest with the dean of Graduate Stud-
ies. This approval procedure applies to all applicants, including
those seeking a transfer to UC Davis from another UC campus.

Applications for the degrees of Juris Doctor, Doctor of Medicine,
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, Master of Business Administration
and Master of Preventive Veterinary Medicine must be filed
directly with the appropriate professional school.
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May 31. Deadline to file applications for readmission to graduate
status with Graduate Studies.

If you were formerly registered at UC Davis as a graduate student
and wish to return to pursue the same degree objective in the same
major, you must apply for readmission and pay the readmission
application fee of $60. The readmission application must be filed
with Graduate Studies by May 31 (or earlier if the program speci-
fies an earlier date). Readmission to quarters other than fall is
granted on an exception basis by special petition to the dean of
Graduate Studies. If you are seeking to return to a new degree pro-
gram and/or new major, you must apply for admission along with
other new applicants. Apply at https://apply.embark.com/grad/
UCDavis/30. Transcripts of all work undertaken since you were last
registered in graduate status at UC Davis must be presented with
the application. There is no assurance of reentry, as applicants for
readmission will be considered in competition with other appli-
cants for the program.

Assessment of a foreign degree is based on the characteristics of
the national system of education, the type of institution attended
and the level of study completed.

If you are an international student with credentials from universi-
ties outside the U.S., you should begin the application process as
early as a year in advance. Official copies or certified copies of all
transcripts in English and in the original language are required
before your application can be processed. Do not attempt to con-
vert your grade point average or ranking to a U.S. equivalent.
Graduate Studies will determine your eligibility using U.S. guide-
lines for credential evaluation. Completed online applications
from international students along with the nonrefundable $80
application fee must be received by the program to which you are
applying by May 31, unless your proposed program has an earlier
deadline.

International students must apply at https://apply.embark.com/grad/
UCDavis/30.

English Requirement. Applicants whose native language or lan-
guage of instruction is not English must take the TOEFL or IELTS.
The minimum score required for admission to UC Davis is 550 on
the paper test, 213 on the computer-based test, and a minimum
total score of 68 based on the reading, listening and writing cate-
gories on the Internet-based test for TOEFL, or at least 7 on a 9-
point scale for IELTS. TOEFL scores are valid for two years only.
Some programs require higher scores; for more information, see
http://www.gradstudies.ucdavis.edu/programs/. There is no conditional
admission. TOFEL scores must be reported electronically by ETS.
The score report is required before application processing begins.
You may send a photocopy of your paper report; however, official
scores are required before registration if you are admitted.

TOEFL Scores. The Test of English as a Foreign Language
(TOEFL) is given by Educational Testing Service (ETS),
TOEFL Services, PO Box 6151, Princeton NJ 08541-6151,
(609) 771-7100. Request information from toefl@ets.org or see
http:/fwww.ets.org/toefl.

IELTS Scores. The Academic Modules of the International Eng-

lish Language Testing System (IELTS) are designed by the Univer-
sity of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate and administered
by the British Council worldwide. You are responsible for provid-
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ing us with an official Test Report Form (TRF) of your IELTS.
Remember to order the TRF when you register to take the test. To
register for the IELTS, see the IELTS Web site at http://www.ielts.org
or contact the IELTS Subject Officer, University of Cambridge,
Local Examinations Syndicate, 1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1
2EU, United Kingdom.

Visas. If you need a certificate of eligibility for a student visa
issued by UC Davis, you will be required to complete a
certification of finances form showing the availability of sufficient
funding for your graduate program. For complete details, see Ser-
vices for International Students and Scholars (SISS), on page 66, in
the Academic Advising chapter.

PROGRAM OF STUDY

New students are assigned an adviser within the appropriate
department or graduate group who assists them in planning a pro-
gram of study. The program will depend to some degree on the
student’s undergraduate training and may include undergraduate
courses to remove deficiencies. Each student must satisfy the
degree requirements as stated by the program and found at http://
www.gradstudies.ucdavis.edu/programs/.

Additional requirements for study may be established by the
department or group and approved by the Graduate Council.
These requirements often include a core of required courses, but
considerable flexibility is permitted to suit individual needs.
Undergraduates at UC Davis who plan to pursue graduate study
should consult with their major adviser early in their senior year
to guarantee adequate preparation.

A graduate degree is awarded to recognize a student’s command of
a wide range of knowledge in an academic field. It is not awarded
merely for fulfillment of technical requirements, such as residence
or the completion of specific courses.

Master’s Degree

Students working toward a master’s degree must be registered in
residence for at least three quarters. Two regular six-week Summer
Sessions may count as the equivalent of one quarter. Usually, all
work for the master’s degree is done in residence on the UC Davis
campus. With the consent of the graduate adviser and the dean of
Graduate Studies, however, some work taken elsewhere may be
credited toward your degree. The normal limit for such transfer
credit is 6 units from another institution, or 12 concurrent units,
or up to one half of the unit requirement if the courses were taken
at another UC campus—providing the units were not used to sat-
isty requirements for another degree.

A master’s degree may be awarded upon completion of one of two
basic plans in which either a thesis or a comprehensive examina-
tion is required.

The Doctor of Philosophy degree, as granted at the University of
California, means that the recipient possesses knowledge of a
broad field of learning and has given evidence of distinguished
attainment in that field; it is a warrant of critical ability and powers
of imagination and synthesis. It means, too, that the candidate has
presented a dissertation containing an original contribution to the
knowledge of the chosen field of study.

Students working toward a doctorate must be registered and in
university residence for a minimum of six regular quarters. Experi-
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ence indicates that it takes considerably longer than this to com-
plete a degree program. Two consecutive regular Summer Sessions
may count as the equivalent of one regular quarter.

There is no university unit requirement for the doctoral degree.
However, individual programs have course requirements that must
be completed before admission to the qualifying examination.

The Qualifying Examination is administered by a committee
appointed by the dean of Graduate Studies. The examination is
intended to demonstrate critical thinking ability, powers of imagi-
nation and synthesis and broad knowledge of the field of study.
Upon recommendation of the Qualifying Examination Committee,
and with the approval of the Graduate Council, the examination
may be repeated one time.

After successful completion of the Qualifying Examination, the
student must file for Advancement to Candidacy for the degree. At
this time, a committee is appointed to direct the research problem
and guide in the preparation of the dissertation.

Graduate students in certain Ph.D. programs may participate in a
Designated Emphasis, a specialization that might include a new
method of inquiry or an important field of application which is
related to two or more existing Ph.D. programs. The Designated
Emphasis is awarded in conjunction with the Ph.D. degree and is
signified by a transcript designation; for example, “Ph.D. in His-
tory with a Designated Emphasis in Critical Theory.” Programs
approved as Designated Emphases include African American and
African Studies, Biology of Vector Borne Diseases, Biophotonics,
Biotechnology, Classics and the Classical Tradition, Computa-
tional Science, Critical Theory, Economy, Justice and Society, Fem-
inist Theory and Research, International and Community
Nutrition, Native American Studies, Performance and Practice,
Reproductive Biology, Second Language Acquisition, and Social
Theory and Comparative History.

INTERCAMPUS EXCHANGE PROGRAM

A graduate student registered on any campus of the university may
become an intercampus exchange student with the approval of the
graduate adviser, the chairperson of the department or group on
the host campus and the dean of Graduate Studies on both the
home and the host campuses.

An intercampus exchange student has library, health service and
other student privileges on the host campus, but is considered a
graduate student in residence on the home campus. The grades
obtained in courses on the host campus are transferred to the
home campus and entered on the student’s official graduate tran-
script.

Application forms may be obtained in Graduate Studies and must
be submitted five weeks before the beginning of the quarter in
which you wish to participate in the program. Petitions received
after the first day of the quarter will not be processed.

FELLOWSHIPS, ASSISTANTSHIPS AND
LOANS

http://www.gradstudies.ucdavis.edu/ssupport/

Financial support for graduate study at UC Davis is available in
several forms: teaching and research assistantships, financial aid
and fellowships/scholarships.

Financial aid is awarded on the basis of demonstrated financial
need and is administered by the Financial Aid Office. Federal
financial aid includes student loans, grants and work-study fund-
ing. You may apply for financial aid before you have been admit-
ted. To be considered for financial aid, or for any awards based on
financial need, you must file a “Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid” (FAFSA), at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov, no later than March 2,
prior to the fall quarter enrollment. This form, submitted directly
to the Federal Student Aid Program Office, Iowa City, 1A, is used
to determine financial need only. Contact the Graduate Financial
Aid Office for information regarding loans, grants and work-study
at http://financialaid.ucdavis.edu/graduate/.

Fellowships and graduate scholarships are awarded primarily on
the basis of scholarship and promise of outstanding academic and
professional achievement. Fellowship awards can include a sti-
pend, fees and/or nonresident tuition. Considered in evaluations
are the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) scores, undergradu-
ate and graduate grade point averages, academic transcripts, state-
ment of purpose, letters of recommendation and other
documentation such as publications or awards. The minimum
cumulative undergraduate or graduate grade point average
required for a stipend, nonresident tuition fellowships or in-state

Graduate Student Deadlines*

Fall Winter Spring Summer Fall Winter Spring
2008 2009 2009 2009 2009 2010 2010
Deadline for students who expect to complete work for Aug 4 Oct 24 Jan 30 May 28 Aug 6 Oct 22 Jan 29
master’s degrees to file applications for candidacy with
the dean of Graduate Studies
Deadline for candidates for master’s degrees Dec 1 Mar 2 Jun 1 Sep 7 Dec 3 Mar 3 Jun 2
to file thesis with the dean of Graduate Studies
Deadline for candidates for master’s degrees to take Dec 13 Mar 20 Jun 18 Sep 14 Dec 14 Mar 22 Jun 12
comprehensive examination
Deadline for students who expect to complete work for Aug 4 Oct 24 Jan 30 May 28 Aug 6 Oct 22 Jan 29
the degrees of Doctor of Philosophy and Doctor of
Engineering to file applications for candidacy with
the dean of Graduate Studies
Deadline for candidates for the degrees of Doctor of Dec 1 Mar 2 Junl Sep 7 Dec 3 Mar 3 Jun 2

Philosophy, Doctor of Education, and Doctor of
Engineering to file dissertation with the dean of
Graduate Studies

* Deadlines are subject to change without notice.
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fee award is 3.000 (A=4.000). U.S. citizens and permanent resi-
dents are only eligible for nonresident tuition fellowships for their
first three quarters at UC Davis. New international students may
be awarded nonresident tuition fellowships, in addition to some
stipend fellowships, in their first three quarters.

Applications for fellowships and graduate scholarships are due by
January 15 for awards beginning fall quarter. If the program to
which you are applying has an earlier application deadline, the
earlier deadline applies. Information for both new and continuing
students and application materials for fellowships and graduate
scholarships are available at http://www.gradstudies.ucdavis.edu/
ssupport/. Apply for fellowships at https://apply.embark.com/grad/
UCDavis/30.

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM FOR
ENGINEERS

For engineers who already have a degree, the College of Engineer-
ing offers Graduate Certificate Programs in various fields of Engi-
neering. The certificate programs consist of course work in
selected engineering subjects and require fewer units than the
degree programs. The purpose of the Graduate Certificate Program
is to provide practicing engineers with an opportunity to develop
additional expertise in specific areas and to explore new fields of
technical interest.
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General requirements for the programs are:

¢ 15 or 16 units of specified graduate course work, or a combina-
tion of specified graduate and undergraduate course work.

¢ Admission to Graduate Studies.

Further information on the Graduate Certificate Programs may be
found within the graduate programs of the College of Engineering;
see http://engineering.ucdavis.edu/pages/future_students/graduates/.

SEMINAR ON COLLEGE TEACHING

Teaching Resources Center

17 Wellman Hall

(530) 752-6050; http://trc.ucdavis.edu/trc/ta/courses.html

The Seminar on College Teaching introduces graduate students to
the principles and methods of designing and delivering college-
level instruction. The seminar deals with a broad range of skills
and issues involved in helping college students learn, including
classroom presentations, planning discussions, facilitating active
learning, evaluating student learning and employing effective class
management strategies.

Depending on the seminar format, participants meet either for
weekly two-hour sessions or for a three-day retreat on- or off-cam-
pus. Participants also select and complete several assignments,
such as developing a syllabus, preparing a lesson plan, investigat-
ing an ethical issue related to teaching, creating a teaching blog, or
writing a teaching philosophy statement. Readings from various
sources complete the seminar experience.

Participants who attend every session and fulfill the required brief
assignments in a satisfactory and timely manner receive a certifi-
cate of completion that is appropriate to note in a curriculum
vitae.
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